City of Bennettshille

POLICE DEPARTMENT
843-479-3620 « P.O. BOX 557

Bennettshille, South Caroling 29512

The Police Department operates under the concepts of Community Oriented Policing with major
emphasis on Problem Solving philosophy. Each Officer is empowered with the authority to make
decisions and judgments, which positively impact crime and quality of life issues in matters
requiring police involvement. The staffing of the Department includes 33 sworn officers and 4
civilian employees.

PREVENTION

Bike Unit: This unit has 2 officers who assume the responsibility of patrolling the residential
areas of Bennettsville mainly during the Spring, Summer and Fall seasons. These officers are
well trained and provide a sense of security to the elderly and youth in our community.

S-77 CHECKS: We provide residential property checks known as S-77 checks for citizens who
are away on vacation or that request that we keep a check on their property. These checks are
mostly done at night, but may be done during daytime hours if requested.

K-9 UNITS: This unit consists of 2 officers with their K-9 partners. K-9 Max is specialized in
detection and tracking. K-9 Aaron is specialized in detection of explosive. The K-9 are also
provide service to the Marlboro County School System on a weekly basis.

VICTIM ADVOCATE: Law enforcement Victim’s Advocates are trained and dedicated to serve
those who are victims of crimes, family members of victims of crimes. Victim’s advocates
provide emotional and moral support; refer victims to appropriate service agencies, and ensured
victims legal rights are protected.

SCHOOL CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAMS:

CROSSROADS: The Bennettsville Police Department facilitates this after school program.
These officers are responsible for providing three hours of Drill and Ceremony, Physical Fitness
Activities, Tutoring, and Counseling.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER: We have permanently assigned SRO’s at the Bennettsville
Middle School and the Marlboro County High School to help prevention of crime and to educate
students about the field of law enforcement. .

OFFICER READ PROGRAM: This program is designed for Police officers and the Police
Department Staff to go into the schools and assist in reading to the children.

YOUTH COURT: Officers of the Bennettsville Police Department facilitates this program
designed to hold first time non-violent youth offenders accountable for their behaviors, allow
them to be judged and sentenced by their peers. It also teaches them about the legal system and
empowers them to serve their community.

SOUTH CAROLINA'S FIRST "GREAT” TOWN
“Governor’s Rural Economic Achievement Trophy”



