
 

TOPIC: Promising Family Court Responses to Domestic Violence: 
  Cleveland, Ohio and St. Louis, Missouri 

   
 

DATE:  Tuesday, January 7 
 
 

 TIME:  1:00—2:30 p.m. EST  
 
 

Please join us for a webinar highlighting two jurisdictions that have adapted the domestic violence court 
model to improve their response to families. Though many specialized domestic violence courts focus 
on enhancing accountability of offenders in criminal matters, the jurisdictions featured in this session 
have implemented successful family court models aimed at enhancing accountability and victim safety. 
These courts hear cases involving civil protective orders as well as custody/visitation and divorce issues. 
Judges, civil legal service providers and court staff from Cleveland and St. Louis will share their strategies 
and lessons learned. Topics will include court engagement with community-based victim service agen-
cies; compliance monitoring in the civil setting; the use of tools such as the Danger Assessment; and the 
judicial perspective on the impact of a specialized civil court response.  
 
 

MODERATORS:  
Rebecca Thomforde-Hauser and Katie Crank, Center for Court  Innovation 

 
FACULTY:   
Cleveland 
Diane Palos, Administrative Judge / Monica Christofferson, Domestic Violence Case Manager /  
Alexandria Rudin, Attorney 
 
St. Louis 
Michael Burton, Circuit Judge / Douglas Beach, Circuit Judge / Tom Weber, Manager, Domestic  
Relations 
 

 

PARTICIPANT ELIGIBILITY:  This webinar was created for OVW Courts Program and GTEAP 
grantees, but is open to the public. 
 
 

REGISTRATION AND ACCESS: Please register here: h�ps://cour�nnova�on.ilinc.com/register/

xjxyfch. You will receive an email with information about how to access the webinar and audio portion, 
and we will send reminders as the event approaches. Please contact Sarah Martino 
(martinos@courtinniovation.org) if you have any questions. We strive to make our work to be accessi-
ble for all participants. Please let us know at least five business days in advance of the webinar if you re-
quire closed captioning or materials in large print and we will provide accommodation.  Access needs 
and any questions regarding other possible accommodations should be emailed to  
martinos@courtinnovation.org.  

 
This project was supported by Award No. 2011-TA-AX-K032 awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women. The opin-
ion, findings, or recommendations expressed in this webinar  are those of the presenter and do not necessarily reflect the 
view of the Department of Justice.  

 

CENTER FOR COURT INNOVATION 

National Domestic Violence Court Technical Assistance Webinar Series 

Domestic Violence Programs  


